
It’s Not About The Experience Anymore － Alex Li

It is my third year participating in this annual community service event, and seeing the same things for the third time throughout the trip naturally would not hit me as much as they did in the first year.  In the last two exercises, I took various tasks such as traveling to the mountains in Yongshun for home visits, experiencing the lives of the rural families there, and staying in their high schools to teach students English.  That explains why it would be difficult for me to come across something new this year that would truly open my eyes as before.

HOWEVER...


Witnessing the physical changes that have occurred in Yongshun over these three years is still quite fascinating.  A significant example is the pathway to the First Secondary School.  It was nothing but a broken concrete path when I first stepped on it two years ago, and remained very shabby last year.  This year, much to my surprise and delight, the path has been replaced by a new broad ramp and set of stairs.  Another example is the construction of new highways linking up Yongshun with other counties.  It is a sign that Yongshun has finally caught the attention of the central government, and that the county will finally become a better developed area on the Mainland.  This really makes me feel happy for the Yongshun people, for to me they are good-willed people, unlike those in many major Mainland provinces.  The changes in the students I have visited throughout the years, most of whom will become undergraduates this September, have also convinced me that our charity work can really help them.


On a more personal level, the fact that one of our students has succeeded in joining the army is even more inspiring.  His achievement proves that motivation is the key to success and that hard work does pay off: two old sayings that I did not believe in until I heard of the student’s story, which shows me what true motivation is.  The instance has also inspired me to learn from Yongshun students’ optimism towards their lives despite their difficult situations.


In conclusion, I honestly do not think that this trip has opened my eyes to a foreign culture.  Also, I do not think that this trip has given me new challenges out of my comfort zone.  These were already done in the last two trips.  However, what this trip has achieved is opening up my heart to a community I have slowly become part of, and broadening my own perspective on life, despite the little participation I took in the activities and the little interaction I had with the locals.

